


The purpose of these cards is to
provide recommendations for native
plants that can be used in natural area
restoration and landscaping.

Additionally, these cards recommend which native
plants can be used in place of invasive plants that
are commonly found in Pennsylvania’s landscape.

Native plants, meaning plants that have evolved
over time in our region, are critically important for
ecosystem health and the health of wildlife, including
insects. Increasing the diversity and abundance
of native plants can better support wildlife than

a landscape with exotic plants. Additionally,
native plants are adapted to our landscapes and
ecosystems, meaning they are suitable for our
environmental conditions, do not need fertilizers
or other inputs, and can live in balance with other
native plants to create diverse environments.
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white oak and red oak
Quercus alba and Quercus rubra

ID Features

USES: canopy tree, shade tree, forest restoration,
riparian plantings (white oak)

GROWTH HABIT: white oak: 80-100 feet tall; red
oak: 50-70 feet

SUN CONDITIONS: full sun to part shade
SOIL CONDITIONS: dry to moist

FEATURES: excellent host for native caterpillars,
acorns provide food source for wildlife, fall color

USE INSTEAD OF: Norway maple (Acer
platanoides)

ALSO RECOMMENDED: swamp white oak
(Quercus bicolor), pin oak (Quercus palustris), scarlet
oak (Quercus coccinea), black oak (Quercus velutina),
chestnut oak (Quercus prinus), pignut hickory (Carya
glabra), mockernut hickory (Carya tomentosa),
shagbark hickory (Carya ovata)
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aromatic aster

Symphyotrichum oblongifoluis

ID Features

USES: perennial, landscaping, meadows, pollinator
gardens

GROWTH HABIT: 2-3 feet tall, 1-3 feet wide;
rounded form

SUN CONDITIONS: sun to part shade; other asters
like blue wood aster (Symphyotrichum cordifolius)
tolerate shadier conditions

SOIL CONDITIONS: moist to dry; other asters like
New England aster (Symphyotrichum novae-angliae)
tolerate wetter conditions

FEATURES: prolific purple flowers, late summer to
fall blooms, supports pollinators in the fall

USE INSTEAD OF: fall mums
ALSO RECOMMENDED: goldenrod (Solidago spp.)

PHOTOGRAPHY
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butterfy weed

Asclepias tuberosa

















